
  Dive Deeper
Sovereignty of God

Sermon Notes:

Title: The Sovereignty of God
1. Defining it:  

"God has a purpose in all that He does in the world, and He providentially governs or 
directs all things in order that they accomplish His purposes.”  - Wayne Grudem    
Job 42:2; Psalm 103:19 

2. Multiple ways we see this in Scripture. 
a. God’s creation.  Psalm 104; Colossians 1:16-17 

b. The cross of Christ. Acts 2:22-24; John 19:11 

c. Our individual lives.  Psalm 139 

3. The purpose and unfolding of human history.   
 Genesis 12:1-3; Matthew 24:14; 28:18-20;  Luke 24:45-49; Revelation 7:9 & 13-17 

4. God’s sovereignty over the affairs of nations.  
Exodus 9:13-17; (Romans 9:17); Daniel 4:24-26 & 28-37; 5:17-31; Isaiah 37:21-38; 
Jeremiah 18:1-10 

5. GOOD NEWS! 
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 Community:

Give people a chance to talk about upcoming changes to the school schedule and 
the way this will impact their family. 
Skip this question if no one in your group has school-aged students. 

If you lived from 1900 - 1975, what major events would you have lived through? 
It gives perspective to reflect on major events that other generations have lived through and survived.  

What experience in your life seemed completely out of your control? 

Christ-Centered Discussion:

How do the attributes of God presented in this series work together?   
For example, the mix of God being loving and wise makes trusting his sovereignty easier 
or his love and holiness seeming to be at odds until you factor in his mercy.   
Spend some time at the beginning of your discussion praising God for who he is.  
Seeing God as he truly is and not how we imagine him to be has been an over-arching theme of this series.  
This question helps people see God as a whole being instead of any one attribute in isolation. 

Review the passages that show the sovereignty of God in the unfolding of 
salvation history (Genesis 12:1-3; Matthew 24:14; Revelation 7:9).  
Do these passages help you see the continuity of the story line of the Bible? 
Explain. 
You can use Scriptures provided as an example of the sovereignty of God in the unfolding of salvation history.  
If you have seasoned Bible readers in your group (even just a few), it may be fun to trace other strings through 
the redemption story (there are several, also in the sermon notes).  This exercise could both give a hunger for 
those not as seasoned to dig into the Word as well as a time of praise for who God is and what he’s done! 

= Zoom Friendly

(Italicized notations are for leader info)



 

What do you learn about God’s character from this sequence of events in 
salvation history?  How does that impact the way you interact with your world?  
How does that impact the way you deal emotionally with the circumstances in 
your world? 
This is a great practical question that helps people see the truth of God from scripture and work to apply it in 
actual every day life, where they live, work and play. 

Define God's sovereignty.  How do your decisions relate to God's sovereignty? 
Use the definition given in the sermon notes, as well as those you’ve taken during the sermon.   

Does God's sovereignty over the affairs of nations just relate to the Bible and 
Israel in that time or is it a general principle that applies to all times and places? 
Does it apply to the Roman empire, Nazi Germany, China, Russia, the United 
States, and our next president, etc? 
Proverbs 21:1 says “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will.” 
This might be a helpful picture from Proverbs to consider as a group as you discuss this question.  

After discussing God’s sovereignty, what questions does God’s sovereignty still 
bring up in your heart?  
You don't have to have all of the answers as a leader. Listen well. How can some of these tensions lead us into 
prayer for God's wisdom? If appropriate, spend some time praying together over these concerns.  God is 
happy to hear our questions and tensions.

Christ-Centered Discussion: continued



Faithfully Following Jesus:

Dinner Time Discussion 

How do we practically function in a 
world with a good, sovereign God? 

Remember to connect all of God's attributes 
we talked about in this series.  As you wrestle 

with this question, ask God for wisdom to 
inform your daily living. 

Developing Disciplines 

Take time this week to interact 
with each of the attributes of God 

covered in this series.   
Write a short summary of each.   

Record 2 - 3 references from 
Scripture that illustrate each 

attribute.   

Practicing Prayer 

Write out a specific prayer 
request for each of our political 
leaders. Base these requests in 

Scripture. Pray this each day this 
week.

Verse Memory 

Psalm 135:6 

Whatever the Lord pleases,  

he does, 

    in heaven and on earth, 

    in the seas and all deeps. 

english standard version

Gospel in everyday life 

So what should be the response of a growing disciple of Jesus to God's 
sovereignty in their private and public world? 

Use the discussion questions and Scriptures provided here and in the sermon to establish who God 
is (with particular attention to his sovereignty), what he's done, who you are in light of those truths 

and then how to live in light of those truths.  These four considerations are a helpful guide each 
time you interact with Scripture.

To be a Christ centered community helping people faithfully follow Jesus both locally and globally.


