
 

Week 1  
We proclaim the Word  

 
 

Leader Notes 

 
We want to build a larger building so that more people can hear of the Living Word, Jesus, so that 
they can be saved and find life in His name and so that they can come under the teaching of His 
Word which gives us wisdom and light for living in an increasingly dark world. 
 

Open in Prayer (5 min.) 

 
Welcome everyone and kick off the meeting in prayer. Invite the Lord’s presence within your 
meeting time and ask Him to reveal Himself through His Word and the discussion. 
 

Icebreaker Question (10 min.) 

 
How would you respond to this question: When I want to learn something, I usually …. 

● Read a book 
● Watch TV 
● Ask someone else 
● Jump in and try things on my own...trial and error 
● Google it 

 

Launching (5 min.) 

 
No recap this week, but in the future, this is where you may ask if anyone used the suggestions from 
the “Going Deeper” portion and discuss how things went. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion (45 min.) 

 
The Living Word:  Read John 1:1-14 and Colossians 1:13-29 
 

1. In Colossians 1:13-20 list the things that we learn about Jesus from this text. 
2. How does knowing these things about Jesus provide motivation to proclaim Jesus? 
3. What most motivates you to want to proclaim Jesus in your circle of influence? 
4. What makes it challenging in your life and in our world these days to speak of Him? 
5. What helps you to overcome the challenge? 

 
Read Colossians 1:28-29.  Take a couple minutes and write a personal paraphrase of these words. 
 

6. Some say this is one of the best statements of purpose for churches and individual 
Christians in the NT. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

7. How do you see our church living out this purpose? What are some ways we could do better? 
 
Read Colossians 1:21-27. 
 

8. What do you think is the connection between the verses that came before this and the 
verses that come after it in Chapter 1? 

9. What do you think it means “to fulfill what is lacking in Christ’s affliction”? 
 
The Written Word: Read 2 Timothy 3:13-4:5, and Isaiah 55:10-11 
 

10. Why do you think the proclamation of the written Word is so central to the purpose of the 
church? 

11. How do the proclamation of the written Word and the living Word (Jesus) go hand in hand?  
12. Many Christian leaders today feel that the proclamation of the written Word is both harder 

and more necessary than ever before.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why? 
13. How do you see our church living out this purpose? What are some ways we could do better? 
14. How will an expanded building help us to fulfill this purpose? 

 

Prayer (5-10 min.) 

 
After this week’s discussion, please spend some time praying for God’s Word to be proclaimed in 
and through the ministries at Woodlands Church. Depending on how long your group has been 
together and how comfortable people are with praying together, you may choose to lead this 
portion. Invite people to join in as comfortable.  Pray for: 

● Weekly sermons  
● Hearts of all in the Woodlands family to be open and teachable 
● Ministries to be rooted in God’s Word- WoodlandsKids, Student Ministries, GroupLife, Care 

Ministries, College Age Ministry, Men’s and Women’s Ministries, Local and Global Outreach.  
You could have different people pray for each ministry to proclaim the gospel and hold fast to God’s 
Word. 



 

 

Going Deeper (on your own) 

 
The following ideas are suggestions for people who would like to go deeper during their personal 
time with the Lord over the coming week. 
Relational: Reach out to someone in your group or class and sit together during the upcoming 
week’s church service. What a great way to hear the Word proclaimed together! 
Transformational: Here are some suggestions for your quiet time this week: 

● Prayer: 
○ Pray for the Lord to place a hunger in your heart for His Word. 

● Time in the Word:  
○ Read Psalm 119- make a list of the ways that God’s Word can impact our lives and 

how we can interact with it. 
○ Woodlands in the Word 

■ New Testament- 1 Thes 4-5; 2 Thes 1-3 
■ Old Testament- 2 Chron 18-32 

○ Memory Verse:  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 

Missional: Go for a walk around your neighborhood and pray for opportunities to bring the gospel 
to your neighbors. Ask God to give you a willingness to sacrifice, like Jesus did, so that your 
neighbors would know the Lord. 
 

Follow Up  

 
Pray Philippians 1:3-4 over the members in your group or class, thanking God for their partnership 
in the gospel and asking for Him to complete His good work in their lives.  
 
If God speaks a specific verse to you for a person, text them the verse and let them know you were 
praying these words over them.  
 


