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Small Group leaders; 
 
Here is the first set of questions for the Ecclesiastes series, which begins this Sunday.  If your group is not 
reading through the book "Living Life Backward" by Dave Gibson, I would still encourage you to get it and 
read it yourself.  It is a wonderful commentary on the book, very easy to read and amazingly insightful.  It 
will make you a better guide for your group as you go through the study. 

 
Read Chapters 1 and 2 together straight through. 
 

1. What strikes you most in these two chapters? 
 

2. What questions do these verses raise?  What wisdom do they provide for us as we head into a new 
year and a new decade? 

 
3. What do you think “Hebel” means?  (This is the word translated vanity, futility, meaninglessness or 

breath) 
 

4. How have you experienced in your life either the brevity, futility or elusiveness of life? 
 

5. Describe a time or a situation in your life when you have felt like you have been “chasing the 
wind”. 

 
6. At the end of Chapter 1 Solomon seems to indicate that even gaining wisdom, which Scripture 

commends, can be painful.  What do you think he meant by that? 
 

7. How does living in the light of our death help us to live better (living life backward)? 
 

8. Solomon, the author of the book, describes how he tried everything he could think of to find 
meaning, and it all left him empty.  How and in what ways do you see people around you doing 
the same kind of pursuits as described in Chapter 2? 

 
9. Why do these things/pursuits leave people empty?  

 
10. What is the difference between seeing life as a gift or seeing life as something to gain or grasp? 

 
11. If you could pick one idea, verse or theme from these first two chapters to pass on to your kids as 

wisdom to guide them, what would it be? 

 


