
Sermon-Based Questions for October 16, 2016
Big Rocks

“Gathering”

Engaging 
1. The Lone Ranger, Superman, Lincoln, Edison… our culture both fabricates and honors real 

individuals who succeed on their own. Did they actually succeed on their own? Hint: the Lone  
Ranger is mis-named! As a real-universe example, consider Jesus, who as God can do all things. 
What ways did and does He choose to ‘gather’ and to work in community?

2.  How do you answer someone who argues “Isn’t the Christian life really about my personal 
     relationship with God? I don’t need to go to “church?”

Reflecting: 
Read: The passages from Acts and Hebrews:  Acts 1:12-15; 2:41-47; 4:23-24; 4:32-35; 5:12&13; 
6:1-4; 11:25-30; 12:12; 14:24-28; 15:22; 15:30; 20:5-12  Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:1; 3:12-13; 10:23-25; 
12:1-3; 12:12-15  Acts 2:46; 1 Tim 3:15; 4:13; 5:20; 2 Tim 2:2

1.  Why do you think it was especially important for the early church to gather regularly?

2. In what seasons or circumstances of life do you especially feel the need to gather with other                      
believers in both large and small group settings?

3.  In what ways does God use both corporate worship and small groups to help you engage in the 
     scriptures?  Is one more important than the other?  How do they work together?

4.  In Hebrews, one of the themes is to not “drift away” (2:1) from Christ.  How does gathering with    
     other believers slow that process?  How does abandoning gathering make it easier to drift?

5.  What benefits do you feel or notice when you are attending corporate worship?

6.  What happens to you if you “miss” church for a period of time?

7.  Why are small community groups essential for you to lead a Christ centered life?

8.  As a group, list some of the advantages of each kind of gathering? Compare and contrast the two.

Living
1.  What are some things that you can do to make corporate worship more meaningful and an even 
     higher priority in your life?

2. What signals can you send out to say, ‘I am here for you’ in a way that reflects Christ’s attitude   
     toward your brothers / sisters in Christ?

3. Jesus indicated that a big part of our witness is that non-believers observe the love believers 
have        for each other.  In what circumstances can you imagine that might happen? Is there a 
way you could re-position your life so that this might happen for you?

4.  In what ways do you need to allow other believers more into your life?

Digging Deeper: supplemental material
 99 reasons to go to church   
 Fellowship Video   

http://hillsong.com/collected/blog/2014/09/99-reasons-you-should-go-to-church-this-weekend/#.WAEVmZMrKL-htm
http://www.allaboutgod.com/fellowship-video.htm

