
  Dive Deeper
Grace (mercy) of God

Sermon Notes:

Title: God’s Grace (Mercy)  
      

1. The Conundrum Of God’s love and holiness: 

2. The Resolution: God’s Grace (Mercy) 

a. Defining God’s Grace and Mercy 

3. Key words in a key paragraph. Romans 3:23-26.
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 Community:

Tell about a time someone showed you mercy. Tell about a time you showed someone mercy. 
(You deserved something bad but got something good instead, vice versa.) 
Stories represent people's experiences and are important in understanding perspectives.  Spend time listening to 
each answer, but make sure time doesn't get away from you either.  There is good gospel meat in this upcoming 
discussion. 

Do you have a favorite song that highlights God's mercy?  What are some of the lyrics that are 
most powerful to you?

Christ-Centered Discussion:

What are your further thoughts on the conundrum of God's love and holiness, which, 
according to Pastor Brian is that God’s heart of love desires to pour out His goodness on us. 
Yet, God’s holiness demands that He pour out His wrath on us?   
Did any more tension arise in you? 

How did the "faithfully following Jesus" activities go this past week? 
Use this time to encourage and celebrate wins within your group (how ever small or seemingly unsuccessful any 
attempts were). 

How does God's mercy address the conundrum Pastor Brian introduced last week between 
God's love and God's holiness? 
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Read Romans 1-3 together. Summarize the main points Paul makes in these chapters. 
What is the big idea? 

Read Romans 3:23-26. Discuss what justification, redemption, and propitiation are, and 
what they have to do with our salvation. 
Justification: God's righteous demands were met in Jesus.  God does not overlook sin because He is just.  He 
justifies "the one who has faith in Jesus."                                
Redemption: This shows a picture of slaves being purchased and then set free.                                 
Propitiation: Jesus satisfied the demands of God's holiness and wrath by setting himself in our place, taking 
the punishment for our sins. 

Pastor Brian emphasized that faith is required to receive the gift of God's mercy.  
Describe how you came to this faith or where you are on your path toward faith. 
This is a prime opportunity to hear the stories of salvation in your group, especially if you are a newly formed 
group.  BUT, this often takes a pretty large chunk  of time.  A few ideas:  (1) split up into smaller groups so that 
maximum time can be given each person to share.  Zoom even has a way to break people up into smaller side 
rooms. (2) ask 1-2 people to share their story this week, and then make a point to have 1-2 people share each 
week until each person has had the chance to share their story of coming to faith in Jesus.



Faithfully Following Jesus:

Dinner Time Discussion 

Who in your world needs you to show 

them mercy?  How will you?  
This is a good place for a discussion about the 
difference between mercy (not getting what you 

deserve) and grace (getting what you don't deserve).

practicing priorities 

Grace-Filled Priority of Woodlands:  

We aspire to be a community marked by grace. Grace 
is the foundation of our faith, and the essence of 

Biblical love. All people are made in the image of God, 
infinitely valuable to Him, and yet in need of His 
grace. Therefore, we will love all people and will 

continually proclaim the grace-filled love that has 
come to the world in Jesus Christ. God is honored and 
people thrive when Biblical love is practiced, so we will 
express our differences with graciousness and pursue 

our mission with unity.

Resources 

Book:  The Gospel Primer by Milton Vincent  

This is a concise and incredible resource that helps 
believers rehearse the gospel every day.

Gospel in everyday life 

Each day, tell yourself the gospel truth 
that even though you deserve God's 

wrath, He gives you mercy.  Thank Him 
for that.  

"The gospel is so foolish (according to my natural 
wisdom, 1 Cor 1:21-23), so scandalous (according to 

my conscience, 1 Cor 1:23), and so incredible 
(according to my timid heart, 1 John 3:19-20), that it is 
a daily battle to believe the full scope of it as I should.  

There is simply no other way to compete with the 
forebodings of my conscience, the condemnings of my 
heart, and the lies of the world and the Devil than to 
overwhelm such things with daily rehearsings of the 

gospel." ~Milton Vincent, A Gospel Primer

To be a Christ centered community helping people faithfully follow Jesus both locally and globally.

Developing disciplines 

Memorize Lamentations 3:22-23 this 
week. Write in on a notecard, then the 

next day, underline the words that 
show God's committed love to you.  
Reflect on what it means that God's 
mercy renews each day in your life. 
Marvel that God, who is absolutely 

pure (holy), shows that kind of mercy 
to you.  Turn these verses into a prayer 

of praise to God.  

Meditation is a practice of chewing on concepts found 
in Scripture. It is "rolling God's truth around in our 

minds long enough that we feel a sense of its 
significance in our hearts and then even begin to 

envisions its application in our lives."  
(Mathis, "Habits of Grace")

developing disciplines 

Listen to the song "Mercy Reigns" by 
Shane and Shane as you get yourself 

ready for the day this week.  

Use a different song if there was a clear favorite from 
the community discussion.


