
 
 

Week 3 
WE Reach Out to the 

World 

 
Leader Notes 

 
A word from Pastor Brian- 
 
“Both locally and globally we keep pressing the frontiers so that more and more people can hear of 
Jesus and be saved. I will create the analogy that churches in America are like base camps at the feet 
of mountains (Everest) that enable people to summit.  The summits of the gospel are the unreached 
people groups of the world.  And the larger we can build the base camps the more summit attempts 
in the unreached parts of the world we will be able to initiate and sustain.” 
 
A note to leaders- We recognize this curriculum includes more material than your group will have time to 
engage with deeply. Please feel free to adapt portions to suit your group. We strongly encourage you to 
select questions that you consider “high priority” and skip questions that you do not have time to include.  
 

Open in Prayer (5 min.) 

 
Welcome everyone and kick off the meeting in prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to lead and guide your 
discussion, for the Sake of His Name. You may want to consider asking someone in your group to 
open in prayer, but make sure that they are comfortable doing so before putting them on the spot. 

 

Icebreaker Question (10 min.) 

 
Choose one of the questions below. 

● When you were a child, who was one of your heroes? 
● If you were to receive any super power, what super power would you choose? 

 

Launching - Optional (5 min.) 

 
Use this time to ask if anyone tried the activities suggested in the Going Deeper portion from last 
week and get feedback.  

● What have you been reading from the written word? How is this helping you live for the Sake 
of the Name?  



 
● How can we be encouraging one another to live out the truths of Acts 2:42 “They devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to 
prayer”? 

Encourage members to explore the topics suggested in the future. 
 

Discussion (45 min.) 

 

1. How do you see the three purposes of a church working together: Proclaim the Word, Build 
the Church Community, and Reach the World? 

2. Which of these purposes do you think most frequently is neglected or underemphasized by 
local churches?  How can that be changed? 

3. How have you seen these purposes incorporated into the life of Woodlands?  How can we 
improve? 

 
Read Luke 24:44-49, Romans 1:1-6, Matthew 6:9-10, Acts 4:12 
 

4. How is the purpose of outreach related to the name of Jesus in these texts? 
5. How has God used the church to help you discover and deepen your faith? 
6. The church in the NT seemed to be passionate about advancing the gospel (outreach).  What 

things do you think motivated them so much? 
 
Read Acts 1:1-8   
 

7. Do think the “expanding circles” model of outreach described in v. 8 is a good model for local 
churches to follow? Why or why not? 

8. Do you think Woodlands does a better job of local outreach or global outreach? Why? 
9. What things can a local church do to keep both local and global outreach front and center, 

without neglecting one in favor of the other? 
 
Read Psalm 2, Habakkuk 2:14, Philippians 2:10-11, Revelation 7:9-10 
 

10. For you, is the Biblical vision of all the nations being reached for Jesus' sake more 
encouraging (it is going to happen); or more daunting and depressing (there is so much left 
to do)? Explain. 

11. How will an expanded building help us to better accomplish both local and global outreach?  
 

Prayer (5-10 min.) 

This week try to spend time in prayer for two areas: 
1. Spend time praying that Woodlands Church would always keep a strong commitment to the 

Great Commission, reaching people near and far with the good news of Jesus Christ.  
a. Pray for people at Woodlands to become passionate about local and global 

outreach. 
b. In Luke 24, the disciples did not recognize Jesus, until their eyes were opened. Pray 

that God would open our eyes to see those around us whose hearts may leap for joy 
when they learn about the name of Jesus. 



 
c. Ask the Lord to give you a coworker, neighbor, or friend who comes from a 

background different from you, and an opportunity for you to see and be part of the 
power of the Spirit at work in their life. 

d. Pray for the upcoming medical missions trip, to Guatemala, in January. 
e. Ask for the Lord’s hand to move powerfully through the wide variety of local 

outreach ministries that Woodlands Church engages in, including Spring into Action, 
TransACT Hope, Backpacks for Hope, Carpenter’s Crew, Moving Ministry, and food 
relief ministries.  

 
2. Have people write down prayer requests on a 3 x 5 card and exchange them with someone 

else in the group so that they can be supporting one another in prayer throughout the week. 
You may wish to pray for one another together in your group as time allows. (Be mindful of 
time, and try to encourage people to pray and not just talk about their prayer concerns.) 

 

Going Deeper (on your own) 

 

The following ideas are suggestions for people who would like to go deeper during their personal 
time with the Lord over the coming week. 
 
Relational: Get together with someone in your group this week, outside of your meeting time, 
and deepen your friendship with one another. Grab coffee, invite them over for dinner, go for a 
walk, or attend a local event together. 
 
Transformational: Here are some suggestions for your quiet time this week: 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to captivate your heart for local and global missions, asking for His 
guidance in how you might get engaged. 

• Reading the Word 
o Woodlands in the Word  

§ Old Testament: Nehemiah 2-13, Esther 1-3 
§ New Testament: 1 Tim 5, 2 Tim 1-4 

○ Ephesians 2 Read this slowly throughout the week and ask the Lord to help you live 
out its truths. 

○ Revisit the passages from this week’s study. 
○ Scripture memory verse: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” Matt 28:19-20 

 
Missional: Consider having your group connect with a missionary supported by Woodlands 
Church. Missionary care and support is a powerful way to engage your group in joining with global 
missions. You may wish to adopt a missionary and their family, sending them letters, praying for 
their needs, or joining their support team. For more information, contact Whitney Swenson at 
wswenson@woodlandschurch.org. 
 
 
 
 



 
Follow Up 

 
A helpful and practical resource for helping people be “on mission” is the 
BLESS strategy.  

• Begin with prayer 
• Listen to a friend 
• Eat with a friend  
• Serve a friend 
• Share your story 

To learn more about how to live on mission and BLESS others, click here for 
a booklet filled with wonderful ideas. Check in with your group to see how they might adopt this 
strategy, in sharing their faith, with people they interact with on a regular basis. 
  
 


